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ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 8, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2354) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2012, and for other pur-
poses: 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Chair, I rise in opposition to 
the Fiscal Year 2012 Energy and Water Ap-
propriations bill. At a time when our economy 
is already fragile, the Majority appears intent 
on reducing Federal funding for the very pro-
grams that drive technological innovation, eco-
nomic growth, and job creation. 

Scientific research lies at the very heart of 
the national innovation system that keeps us 
competitive, enhances our quality of life, fuels 
our economy, and improves our national secu-
rity. Investments in our Federal science agen-
cies and our national innovation infrastructure 
are not big government spending programs 
that we cannot afford. They are minimum 
down-payments on our country’s national se-
curity, public health, and economic vitality that 
we cannot afford to postpone. 

Yet, this bill contains enormous cuts to sev-
eral programs at the Department of Energy 
that are critical for supporting innovation and 
increasing American economic competitive-
ness. 

This bill slashes nearly $43 million in fund-
ing from the Department of Energy’s (DOE) 
Office of Science compared to Fiscal Year 
2011. The Office of Science is the Nation’s 
primary sponsor of research in the physical 
sciences and has been integral to the devel-
opment of dozens of innovative technologies. 
Some have become the underpinnings of 
modem scientific disciplines; some have revo-
lutionized medicine; some have advanced our 
national energy security; some have made our 
troops safer. That is the nature and the power 
of scientific research—the ultimate outcomes 
cannot necessarily be known in advance, but 
investments in basic discovery can yield enor-
mous dividends. I offered an amendment to 
restore funding to the DOE Office of Science 
so that it could maintain current operations. 
Unfortunately, my amendment was defeated. 

This bill provided $100 million for the De-
partment of Energy’s Advanced Research 
Projects Agency-Energy (ARPA–E). ARPA–E 
supports high-risk, high-reward research on 
energy technologies. Funding for ARPA–E di-
rectly contributes to the creation of new tech-
nologies, new industries, and new jobs. Yet, 
the Majority intended to slash funding for this 
valuable program by an astonishing 81 per-
cent relative to the President’s request. 

Fortunately, the House passed an amend-
ment offered by my colleague Mr. SCHIFF that 

will restore funding for ARPA–E to Fiscal Year 
2011 levels. I was pleased to join my col-
leagues in voting for this important amend-
ment. 

This legislation contains $1.3 billion for en-
ergy efficiency and renewable energy pro-
grams, a remarkable 59 percent less than 
President Obama’s request. This is the worst 
possible moment to slash funding for sustain-
able energy technologies. The DOE’s Office of 
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy sup-
ports research and development of sustain-
able energy technologies that strengthen the 
economy and protect the environment. Re-
search in sustainable and efficient energy 
technologies increases our energy security, re-
duces our dependence on foreign oil, creates 
jobs, and increases our economic competitive-
ness. Yet the Majority made devastating cuts 
to this valuable program. 

Remarkably, the Majority was not satisfied 
with these cuts to energy efficiency programs. 
The House adopted by voice vote an amend-
ment that would bar the Department of Energy 
from using funds to enforce energy efficiency 
standards for light bulbs enacted by the En-
ergy Independence and Security Act of 2007. 
Yet, just days before, the House rejected an 
identical measure. This efficiency standard, 
enacted in a bipartisan bill signed into law by 
President Bush, simply requires that new light 
bulbs use 25 to 30 percent less energy than 
traditional incandescent light bulbs. No light 
bulbs are banned. No consumers will be 
forced to use one type of light bulb over an-
other type. 

Since Congress acted 4 years ago, lighting 
companies have invested significant capital 
and resources into research, development, 
and new technologies—exactly the kind of in-
vestments that our economy desperately 
needs. So again, the Majority has voted to 
thwart technological progress and cost Amer-
ica jobs and money. 

While I do not object to the committee’s de-
cision to add disaster relief funding for projects 
resulting from tornadoes, storms, and floods 
across the Midwest and Southeast, I oppose 
strongly the decision to rescind $1 billion in 
unobligated funding for high-speed rail 
projects. In May, the U.S. Department of 
Transportation awarded Amtrak $450 million in 
funding to upgrade its rail infrastructure to 
support more frequent and faster high-speed 
rail service, and to improve reliability of current 
service between New York and Washington. 
Now this funding will be unavailable. This will 
result in a loss of jobs and infrastructure in my 
Central New Jersey district—one of the busi-
est segments of the Northeast Corridor and 
where the densest concentration of Acela Ex-
press high-speed rail operations occurs. This 
provision amounts to a step backward in the 
development of the nation’s intercity rail infra-
structure. 

In May, the U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation awarded Amtrak $450 million in funding 
to upgrade its rail infrastructure to support 
more frequent and faster high-speed rail serv-
ice, and to improve reliability of current service 

between New York and Washington. Specifi-
cally, this award would upgrade electrical 
power, signal systems, track and overhead 
catenary wires in my Central New Jersey dis-
trict—one of the busiest segments of the 
Northeast Corridor (NEC) and where the dens-
est concentration of Acela Express high-speed 
rail operations occurs. This work is critical to 
Amtrak’s plan to double high-speed Acela 
service between New York and Washington by 
2022. 

Budgets reflect, in dollars and cents, our pri-
orities as a nation. We must provide Federal 
support for programs that encourage scientific 
research and support economic development. 
At a time when our economy is already fragile, 
abandoning scientific research would cause 
the U.S. to lose even more high-tech jobs to 
our foreign competitors. That is not the way to 
compete in the future, especially when the 
economy is in a fragile recovery. For all of 
these reasons, I am voting against this bill. 
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IN HONOR’S LIGHT, IN HONOR OF 
THE PRESENTATION OF THE 
MEDAL OF HONOR ON JULY 12, 
2011, RANGER SGT. 1ST CLASS 
LEROY PETRY, 75TH RANGER 
REGIMENT, THE UNITED STATES 
ARMY 

HON. GEOFF DAVIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 21, 2011 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, on 
May 26, 2008, Sgt. 1st Class Leroy Petry of 
Sante Fe, New Mexico, while on his 8th tour 
of duty in both Iraq and Afghanistan and in the 
midst of a firefight, distinguished himself con-
spicuously by gallantry and intrepidity above 
and beyond the call of duty. Ranger Sgt. 
Leroy Petry lost his right hand and suffered 
severe wounds after picking up a live grenade 
and throwing it away from his fellow soldiers, 
thereby saving the lives of his comrades. He 
also was wounded in both legs and in the 
midst of the battle tied tourniquets to his legs 
and arm. Today we honor this great American 
Hero and the many like him with the presen-
tation of The Medal of Honor to him at The 
White House by President Barack Obama. I 
ask that this poem penned in his honor by Al-
bert Caswell, be placed in the RECORD. 

IN HONOR’S LIGHT 

In . . . 
In the battle, but comes the light! 
From out of such darkness, so very bright! 
All between life and death, that which so ig-

nites! So brilliant, and so very bright! 
To lead the way, to win that fight! To save 

their Brother In Arms, its height! 
While, forsaking one’s own most precious 

life! Shining there, all in their most he-
roic glare so bright! 

Leading the way, all in what they so gave so 
right! All In Honor’s Light! 

For, from only out of one’s soul . . . Can but 
only such brilliance, so flow! 

Can but only such light but shine so! 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 05:44 Jul 22, 2011 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A21JY8.001 E21JYPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
D

9S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-08T11:21:24-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




